Get 
your fill 
at the 
USU 


New reusable water 
bottles are available for 
purchase at ASI-owned 
snack stops. 


By Haley Martinez 
Staff Writer 


Associated Students, Inc. tran- 
sitioned from selling plastic water 
bottles to reusable water bottles that 
are now available to purchase at all 
ASI vendor locations including, the 
Games Center, University Student 
Union info and ticket center and the 
Candy Corner. 

These reusable bottles will cost $2 
and $15, the difference between the 
two being quality, offering both a 
high-end and an inexpensive option 
to students. 

Students will have the choice of 
choosing between two different wa- 
ter bottles, a CSULB-themed black 
or yellow bottle with the school’s 
logo printed on it. 

ASI began planning to phase out 
disposable water bottles and replace 
them with reusable bottles last year, 
and chair of the University Student 
Union board: Brian Sath said he 
hopes it will have a positive impact 
on the environment and campus 
community. “Essentially, we wont 
be making much off of this but any 
profit we make, we want to put it to- 
wards our ASI Beach Pantry; Sath 
said. “We want to serve our students 
as best we can.” 

The ASI Beach Pantry offers 
non-perishable food to aid students 
who experience food insecurity nu- 
merous times a week. 

The first step was cleaning their 
shelves of all disposable plastic water 
bottles, such as SmartWater, Dasani 
and Aquafina. The next step, Sath 
said, is to increase awareness of these 
reusable water bottles in order to en- 
courage students to purchase one 
of their own and ditch the environ- 
mental and financial costs of plastic. 


see WATER, page 3 
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Calligraphy teachers came out to educate students on the art of Chinese brush painting at the Chinese Cultural Festival. 


THE 


CALLIGRAPHY 


OF CULTURE 


ACADEMICS 


n Monday, campus members 

and community organizers came 
together to kick off the sixth annual 
Chinese Cultural Festival in front of 
the University Bookstore. Partici- 
pants joined the festivities, which included calligra- 
phy painting and listening to speakers. The Chinese 
Cultural Festival will continue throughout the week. 
For more photos of this event, go to page 5. 


Engineering a new degree at CSULB 


A department has opened up for 
biomedical fields. 


By Cris Rivera 
Staff Writer 


As of this semester, the Cal State Long Beach College 
of Engineering is offering a new undergraduate Bio- 
medical Engineering degree. 

_ Although the degree was not offered at the time, 
a biomedical department was introduced in 2016 so 
courses could be made available to those interested in 
becoming a Biomedical Engineer student. 

“We look at what the needs are; said Burkhard 
Englert, interim chair of biomedical engineering at 
CSULB. “We know the Irvine region is number one for 


_ employment in biomedical engineering” 


According to Englert, the high employment rate in 


see DEGREE, page 3 
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CSULB launched the its new science program, which offers students the possibili- 
ty to major in biomedical engineering. 
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Comfortable 
in her hijab 


Muslim Student 
Association President 
encourages diversity at 


CSULB. 


By Medina Kabir 
Contributing Writer 


In a world where women and 
Muslims are both marginalized 
in the media, one Cal State Long 
Beach student has found an op- 
portunity amongst chaos. 

Sitting on a black bench out- 
side on a warm day, Juwairiah 
Syed describes her life as a lead- 
ing female figure in an already 
turbulent political climate. 

“T know there are people, even 
on campus, who look at me and 
feel a certain way that is not very 
respectful because of my hijab,” 
Syed said, CSULB freshman and 
Muslim Student Association 
president. “Chances are, if some- 
one doesn't like Muslims, they're 
not going to like me. Whether I 
wear the hijab or not, my skin 
color is brown. I’m a woman, so 
I will always be a target.” 

Due to recent political issues 
involving Muslims and a rise in 
Islamophobic attacks, Syed’s par- 
ents have asked her if she still 
wants to wear the hijab. Syed is 
determined to always wear it, she 
says it’s a part of her now and it 
makes her feel safe. 

“It was a long journey for me 
to start wearing the hijab,” said 
Syed, “So I took my time with 
it and began wearing it before 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


starting college.” 

Syed plans on majoring in 
American sign language linguis- 
tics and deaf culture. She also 
works at Lindamood-Bell Learn- 
ing Processes, a center that helps 
develop skills for reading com- 
prehension, writing and math 
for students. 

One of her goals is to sur- 
round herself with a diverse 
group of people with different 
backgrounds and beliefs. She 
says this way, she’s always learn- 
ing something new and is one of 
the reasons why she loves being 
MSA president. 

“T voted for Juwairiah to be the 
new president because she is a 
kind and open-minded person 
who has the ability to make any- 
one feel welcomed; said MSA 
member Shuruq Emano. “That's 
exactly what the MSA needs in a 
president and what people want 
in a friend. I’m proud to call her 
both” 

Despite challenges she faces as 
a student, Syed doesn't feel hin- 
dered in her position as MSA 
president. 

“When I’m stressing out for 
school, ’'m okay with going at 
my own pace,’ said Syed. “[But] 
when I’m stressing out for the 
MSA, I know it’s affecting other 
people, so I need to be on top 
of things. It’s something I enjoy 
putting my effort into because 
I know it’s helping improve the 
community around me.” 

After being accepted to 
CSULB, Syed knew she would 
end up joining the MSA on cam- 
pus — which is why she joined 
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Courtesy of Sumiyah Syed 


Juwairiah Syed is determined to wear her hijab despite any judgement she might face. 


on her second day of her fresh- 
man year. 

“I know Juwairiah will con- 
tinue the tradition of the MSA 
as a space for students to build 
lasting relationships, work in 
their spiritual development, and 
help understand their roles as 
Muslims in the community,’ said 
MSA member, Fatima Abdelha- 
feez. 

One of Syed’s favorite mo- 
ments at CSULB was becoming 
the vice president for a progres- 
sive church from Long Beach 
area, called Interfaith Project. 

“It was in USU 306. I was with 
some friends and we were study- 
ing in there because the room 
is convenient since it’s near the 


Reflection Room, which is where 
we go pray, Syed said. “Inter- 
faith Project came in to have a 
meeting and we asked them if 
we should leave, but they said 
we could stay. So, we,did and we 
ended up loving it.” 

After the meeting, Syed and 
former MSA president Aliyah 
Shaikh) made Interfaith Project 
a temporary student organiza- 
tion at CSULB. 

This led Syed down the path 
of becoming a part of differ- 
ent organizations at CSULB, 
aside from the MSA, to take on 
new roles and surround herself 
around others that were outside 
of her circle. 

Although Syed said she has 


never dealt with racism person- 
ally, it still affects her. After Pres- 
ident Donald Trump was elected, 
Syed’s friend who attends Long 
Beach City College told her that 
students on campus demanded 
her to take off her hijab. 

“For me, wearing the hijab is 
a lot more than just a headpiece. 
It's the way you speak, act, the 
way others perceive you. Even 
though you don't want people to 
judge you, you know that some 
people are going to judge,” said 
Syed. “So, I knew that wearing 
the hijab, people will look at 
me as an example of a Muslim, 
which is why it’s really important 
to me to follow my religion and 
bea great example of it?” 


Faculty and Trustees come to bargaining agreement 


Tentatively scheduled 
pay bumps in works for 


CSU faculty. 


By Joel Vaughn 
Staff Writer 


The Cal State University 
Board of Trustees have extend- 


ZUMBA INSTRUCTOR 


Looking for exp. Zumba 
Instructor to teach Fri. 
noon class. Also looking 
for people to sub. Zum- 
ba classes noon and 5 
p.m. 

Call Herb 626/807-3348 


ed a tentative bargaining agree- 
ment with the California Facul- 
ty Association to incrementally 
raise faculty pay over the next 
two years. 

Michael Uhlenkamp, interim 
senior director of public affairs 
for the CSU system, explained 
that the bargaining agreement 
reached on Tuesday Sept. 26 will 
be extended to include a 3.5 per- 
cent pay increase in 2018, and 


another 2.5 percent in 2019. 

Uhlenkamp explained that 
faculty pay in general is divided 
up in a pool system; in which the 
total pay is taken into account, 
raised by a percent and then dis- 
tributed by the union back to 
the faculty. 

Douglas Foraste, president of 
the CFA Long Beach Chapter, 
explained via email that this 
proposal was initially put for- 
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ward by the CFA to preserve la- 
bor peace. 

The preservation of benefits 
and pensions were just as im- 
portant to the CFA as an-in- 
crease in pay. 

“Those were big wins for us,” 
Foraste said. “The salary increas- 
es were good, but preserving our 
benefits and pension contribu- 
tions for two more years is prob- 
ably the biggest selling point for 
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me. 

He elaborated that along with 
this they were able to preserve 
several important programs 
that would include research and 
publishing agendas, along with 
the faculty early retirement pro- 
gram. 

The extra two years will also 
allow them to pursue other is- 
sues such as intellectual proper- 
ty for professors. 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 
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CRIME 


Detective assaulted after false fire alarms 


By Payton Coplin 
Staff Writer 


Criminal threat 

At 3 p.m. on Sep. 15, the Cal 
State Long Beach University Po- 
lice Department responded to a 
series of fire alarm pull station 
activations made near the Child 
Development Center: A police 
detective found this particular 
instance to be related to previous 
ones. 

The detective located the suspi- 
cious suspect, Maya Allen, rum- 


maging through an office when 
arriving on scene. The detective 
was able to identify her from a 
previous arrest. She fled the scene 
after refusing to comply with law- 
ful orders. 

After attempting to stab and hit 
the detective with an unknown 
weapon, additional police backup 
arrived. Allen was caught, taken 
into custody and booked for her 
second criminal offense on cam- 
pus. 

The Los Angeles County Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Office filed formal 
criminal charges against Allen on 


Sep. 19, including assault with a 
deadly weapon and vandalism. 
No children were reported to be 
in any immediate danger during 
this chase. 

According to UPD, last May, 
Allen was accused of stealing a 
Macbook laptop from a student 
during the Campus Library's 24- 
hour operation: The theft was 
captured on video and Allen was 
identified, according to the UPD 
website. 


Traffic accident 
A traffic collision between two 


university vehicles occurred at 
11:45 a.m. on Sep. 19. A Facili- 
ties Management vehicle collided 
with an unoccupied UPD vehicle 
parked in the rear units of the 
UPD station lot. There was minor 
body damage sustained to the po- 
lice vehicle and no injuries were 
reported. 


Smoking vehicle 

Police responded to a smoking 
vehicle at 10 a.m. on Sep. 20 in- 
side Parking Structure 2. The car 
released heavy amounts of smoke 
from the engine compartment of 
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The USU will no longer be selling conventional plastic water bottles. 


WATER 


continued from page | 


“We want our whole campus to be sustain- 
able, once we have them on the shelves we want 
to do a digital campaign to spread the message,” 
Sath said. “We want people to get something 
out of this. It’s going to be affordable and reus- 
able to save the environment. We are working 
towards a more reusable campus and learning 
more about sustainability.” 

The goal is to utilize water hydration stations 
around campus, but students have mixed feel- 
ings about the reusable bottles.. 

“J think that’s pretty cool because it’s sustain- 
able for the environment and allows us to use 


ot opinions? 


politics.government.learn.presidential.candidates.celeb- 


less plastic,” said Thy Vu, a third year business 
marketing major. “However, at the same time 
I think a lot of students have reusable bottles 
already so it probably won't be a popular item?” 

Though many students agree switching to re- 
usable water bottles will help the environment, 
there are opposing sides as to whether or not 
they should altogether stop selling plastic water 
bottles on campus. 

Freshman computer science major Nicole 
Reinking said that while she wouldn't buy a re- 
usable bottle because she already has her own, 
she thinks ASI is onto something productive. “I 
do think that it is a good idea to encourage oth- 
er students to bring their own reusable water 
bottles or buy one. Water bottles that you throw 
away can produce a lot of waste if you don't re- 
cycle them?” 
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Southern California made it an 
easy decision to offer the new de- 
gree. 

“We noticed there is no° CSU 
in Southern California that has a 
standalone biomedical engineer- 
ing program,’ said Englert. “There 
is a huge demand and an oppor- 
tunity for our students to take ad- 
vantage of” 

A degree in Biomedical Engi- 
neering can lead to professions 
that develop technology to aid in 
rehabilitation such as prosthetics, 
to conducting research of stem 
cells and how it can be used as a 
medical treatment. 
~ According the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, in 2016, California has 
the highest employment level of 
Biomedical Engineers than any 
other state. Additionally, Califor- 
nia accounts for over 20 percent of 
all Biomedical Engineering jobs in 
the United States. 

The Biomedical Engineering 
department already has close to 
80 students that are a part of the 
program and over half of them are 
freshmen. 

“We expect the number to go 
up, said Englert. “We have very 
motivated and excited faculty 
members and are really happy we 
can offer this degree” 


the vehicle. The car was reported 
to have been overheating. AAA 
was called to assist the driver in 
towing of his vehicle. 


Death threats 

CSULB club La Raza Student 
Association fell victim to a multi- 
tude of serious threats and racial 
discrimination at 11 a.m. on Sep. 
17. The threat was posted on a 
Facebook account page belong- 
ing to the student organization. 
This case is currently under active 
investigation whereas any further 
details cannot be released. 
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We noticed there is no CSU 
in Southern California that 
has a standalone biomedical 
engineering program... 
There is a huge demand 
and an opportunity for our 
students to take advantage 


: 99 
-Burkhard Englert, 


Intermin biomedical engineering 
chawr 


Natalie Arevalo is a student in 
her senior year majoring in electri- 
cal engineering with an option in 
biomedical engineering but wishes 
the degree was available sooner. 

“T think it’s great because it 
wasnt really a degree before, said 
Arevalo. “It sucks that for us that 
didn’t come in this catalog year we 
cant take that degree, it’s not an 
option for us.” 

Even though Arevalo was not 
able to major in Biomedical Engi- 
neering, she believes it’s good that 
the option now exists. 

Assistant professor of Biomedi- 
cal Engineering Perla Ayala echoed 
a similar sentiment on the new de- 
gree and the field of biomedicine. 

“I think the future is very ex- 
citing,’ said Ayala. “There's going 
to be a lot of development in this 
area.” 


4 ARIS & LIFE 


“Muerte De Amor” was one of many sculptures submitted by Yolanda Gonzalez 


LONG BEACH ART 


A dream ma 


LBCC?’s “Drawn from 
Clay” explores artistic 
history of Latinx culture. 


By Hunter Lee 
Assistant Photo Editor 


The gallery’s white walls are dec- 
orated with paintings, sculptures 
and video projections emanating 
with Mexico, Central and South 
American influence. 

With numerous museums scat- 
tered across the Los Angeles area, 
“Drawn from Clay” shines a spot- 
light on the many contributions 
Latinx culture and traditions have 
played in the advancement. of the 
arts. 

After the Sept. 13 opening of 
SUR:biennial’s “Drawn from Clay” 
exhibition, a reception took place 
last Wednesday at Long Beach City 
College’s art gallery to allow stu- 
dents and contributing artists to 
appreciate and discuss the rich his- 
tory and culture embedded in the 
art. 

LBCC is one of seven institutions 
in the greater Los Angeles area tak- 
ing part in the fourth SUR:biennial, 
a conglomeration of exhibits invit- 
ing local artists of any nationality 
who have been influenced by Lati- 
no culture and artistic traditions to 
showcase their work. 

“I narrowed my show down to 
people who either work from clay, 
draw from clay or combine it with 


another material; said LBCC’s Art 


Gallery Director Trevor Norris. 
Norris invited artists to con- 
tribute to the exhibit with works 
ranging across different mediums 
such as paint, sculpture and perfor- 
mance art. The four artists show- 
cased included Yolanda Gonzalez, 
Wayne Perry, Fay Ray and Arman- 


do Cortes. 

With each exhibition inde- 
pendently curated to allow for dif- 
ferent themes, Norris chose to base 
the theme of his gallery around clay 
because’ of its ubiquitous nature 
and elasticity. Artists were present- 
ed with the challenge of stretching 
the limits of clay — literally and 
figuratively — by taking risks with 
their art and the material. 

“Clay has a particular tactility — 
a certain feel; said Norris. “It acts 
as a sort of gateway material for art- 
ists to delve into other forms of art” 

Over the sound of conversation, 
the occasional crash of pottery can 
be heard from Armando Cortes’ 
video performance “Tumba Para 


“Drawn from Clay” includes a diverse range of art forms. 


Eneclata” which depicted a man 
swinging a clay pot attached to his 
ponytail in different motions, then 
smashing it to pieces. 

While SUR:biennial’s goal is to 
allow local artists influenced by Lat- 


inx culture to display their works, _ 


Cortes saw “Drawn from Clay” as 
an opportunity to reach his viewers 
in a much deeper sense. 

“[The exhibition’s] purpose is to 
both showcase the art and artists 
and more importantly, to engage 
students with [the] work of other 
artists. Hopefully seeing the work 
of active artists can help motivate, 
inspire or just inform them,’ Cortes 
said. 

Born and raised in a small rural 
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de from clay 


town in Mexico, Cortes drew many 
of his inspirations from his home 
life and the industry surrounding 
him. 

“Most of my work is inspired by 
family lore. Stories that are passed 
on, intentionally or not, by my par- 
ents and other family — and which I 


attempt to connect to on a more in- 


timate level,” Cortes said. “Some of 
these stories end up being present- 
ed in more literal ways than others. 
In the end they all incorporate a 
sense of magical realism whether 
through my interpretation, that of 
my family or just via the nature of 
the story being explored” 

“Drawn from Clay” was the only 
venue in SUR:biennial’s roster fea- 
turing work that included differ- 
ent mediums of artistic expression 
from the artists. 

“T thought it was really clever for 
[Norris] to have two dimension- 
al and three dimensional works,’ 
Gonzalez said, one of four artists 
with their work featured in the ex- 
hibit. “Most places only allow the 
artist to choose from one another.’ 

Having worked with clay for over 
20 years, Gonzalez found it refresh- 
ing that the venue offered Chicano 
and Latinx artists a chance to con- 
nect with one another and to the 
Los Angeles community through 
their works. : 

Through her submissions to the 
gallery, Gonzalez hoped she was 
able to touch each viewer in a dif- 
ferent way. 

“I want to evoke a sense of differ- 
ent layers of emotion. Some intense, 
some fun and some beautiful,” said 
Gonzalez. 

The “Drawn from Clay” exhibi- 
tion will be open to the public at the 
LBCC Art Gallery until Oct.12. The 
gallery is open on Mondays and 
Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from noon to 8 p.m. 
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The Confucius Institute had arts and crafts, above, for students to participate in at the festival. Calligraphy teachers, below, came out to educate on the art of Chinese painting in front of the book- 


store. 


CAMPUS ACTIVITIES 


Chinese culture 


hits the beach | 


Chinese cultural 
activities will continue 
throughout the week. 


By Samantha Diaz 
Arts & Life Editor 


The sixth annual Chinese Cul- 
tural Festival kicked off Monday 
at the University Bookstore lawn 
from noon to 1 p.m. Students 
were exposed to both traditional 
and modern Chinese activities 
that ranged from calligraphy, 
painting, a fashion show and 
musical performances. 

The festival is organized by the 


LONG BEACH 


Cam 


Former film student 
opens doors for 
Cambodian artists. 


By Samantha Diaz 
Arts & Life Editor 


Producing films, . organizing 
film festivals and seeking out 
Cambodian artists all make up a 
typical year for filmmaker John- 
ny Mam. 

After graduating ‘from Cal 
State Long Beach in 2012 with 
a degree in film and electronic 
arts, Mam almost immediately 
became part of the Cambodia 
Town Film Festival team, a team 
of just three at the time. 

The festival is an annual cele- 
bration of Cambodian filmmak- 
ers that gives them an opportu- 
nity to show off their work and 
network with other artists. They 


Cal State Long Beach Confucius 
Institute and aims to create an 
understanding of Chinese cul- 
ture, art and language on the 
CSULB campus. 

Xinsilu Hulusi Art Troupe also 
joined the event and played the 
guzheng, an ancient Chinese 
stringed instrument from the 
war period throughout the fes- 
tival. ; 

Throughout the remainder of 
the week, students will have the 
chance to listen in on speeches 
from a famous fashion blogger, 
a Chinese and U.S foreign dip- 
lomat and a film director. Art 
exhibitions are also available for 
viewing in the University Stu- 
dent Union Ballroom. 


odian films in focus 


also specialize in films that “deal 
with Cambodian social political 
conflicts, traditions, challenges 
and characters ... and encourage 
new dialogue on a global scale,’ 
according to the Cambodia 
Town Film Festival website. 

“We went to the East Coast to 
look for communities within the 
Cambodian culture,” Mam said. 
“From there we came back to the 
West Coast and did a tour here 
and gained a lot of exposure. For 
the first year we had a full house. 
A full weekend, it was crazy” 

This year marked Mam’s fifth 
anniversary organizing the 
event, and his fourth being the 
Chief of Operations of the fes- 
tival. The first year consisted of 
handling all the technical as- 
pects, organizing all the vendors 
and volunteers involved and go- 
ing on tour promoting the festi- 
val to recruit filmmakers inter- 
ested in contributing. 

Giving the Cambodian film 


community a chance in the spot- 


light has always been on Mam’s . 


radar. He recalled telling his 
cinema studies professor, Jer- 
ry Mosher that he was going to 
bring more Cambodian film into 
focus. 

“I told him, ‘there really isn’t 
much of a Cambodia cinema 
right now but you know what, 
I'm going to change that;” Mam 
said. 

This dream stemmed from 
feeling isolated from Cambodi- 
an culture, growing up in Salt 
Lake City until he attended Cal 
State Long Beach, where he met 
his first Cambodian friends and 
became an active member of the 
Cambodian Student Society on 
campus. 

“I had a culture shock of my 
own culture,’ Mam said. “I'd nev- 
er met people that I had so much 
in common with. I fell in love 
and was intrigued and wanted to 
know more and my best tool was 


my camera.” 

Following the full house, Mam 
was made Chief of Operations, 
where he helps choose and cu- 
rate the films featured each year 
at the festival. Now having no- 
toriety and popularity, there is 
less work going into finding the 
films and more work going into 
choosing them. 

“Its a very small, tightknit 
community — so we get first 
dibs on anything that comes 
out that’s related to Cambodia,’ 
Mam said. “And people in the 
industry, were getting their at- 
tention now.” 

Among these “industry peo- 
ple” Mam is referring to includes 
filmmaker Angelina Jolie, who 
had her film “First They Killed 
My Father” featured in this year’s 
Cambodia Town Film Festival. 
The movie is from the perspec- 
tive of a young girl living in the 
Khmer Rouge era, a time where 
the Communist party was at- 


tempting Cambodian genocide 
and nearly two million Cambo- 
dians were killed. 

The 5-year-old girl is forced 
to train as a child soldier while 
her siblings are sent away to con- 
centration camps. The film is the 
first of its kind, set in Cambodia 
and with dialogue spoken entire- 
ly in Khmer. It has already been 
selected as a nominee for the 
Best Foreign Language Film in 
the 90th Academy Awards. 

“We would like to incorporate 
other types of cinema from the 
Laos community, the Vietnam- 
ese community, and really any 
other underprivileged or mar- 
ginalized population,’ said Mam. 
“One of our missions is to bring 
films into Long Beach that no- 
body else can see.” 


For the rest of the story, 


_ please visit our website at 
www.daily49er.com 
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Former White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer speaks onstage du 
Los Angeles on Sept. 17. 


OP-ED 
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ring the show at the 69th Primetime Emmy Awards at the Microsoft Theater in 


No laughing matter 


Sean Spicer’s presence at the 
Emmy’s is more troubling than 
anything else. 


By Leonard Pitts Jr. 
Miami Herald 


unny covers a multitude of sins. 
That has long been my go-to 

explanation of a dynamic unique 

to comedy. Meaning the fact that 

you are allowed to be crude and 
shocking, to transgress all kinds of isms, all 
bounds of propriety, if you can get a laugh 
in the process. 

Sean Spicer got a laugh out of me Sunday 
night. 

He rolled that podium onto the Emmy 
Awards stage and I cracked up. Nor was I 
the only one. Indeed, the surprise appear- 
ance of the former White House spokesman 
set off a roar from the audience of beautiful 
people, though when the camera found 
Melissa McCarthy, who has memorably 
lampooned Spicer on “Saturday Night Live? 
her smile seemed inscrutable and not quite 
amused. 

I like to think she instinctively under- 
stood what some of us didn't get until later. 
Namely, that this was no laughing matter. 


Editorial Office 


“This will be the largest audience to wit- 
ness an Emmys, period,’ cried Spicer, “both 
in person and around the world!” It was, 
of course, a send-up of his first full day on 
the job, when his notoriously thin-skinned 
and insecure boss, Donald Trump, sent him 
out before the press corps to insist, against 
verifiable fact, that Trump's inauguration 
was the most widely viewed of all time. 

The incident was an early indication 
that this White House would not be bound 
by fact. That would be driven home by a 


subsequent blizzard of presidential lies and: - 


by enablers like Spicer, who would then go 
out and insist, with a straight face, that the 
president's hogwash was true. 

Now here was Spicer, effectively declaring 
himself in on the joke. And being enabled 
by the Academy of Television Arts and Sci- 
ences, many of whose members reportedly 
mobbed him at the after-party. Talk show 
host James Corden even planted a kiss on 
his cheek. It was almost anticlimactic the 
next day when Spicer told the New York 
Times that “of course” he regrets harangu- 
ing reporters about the size of the inaugura- 
tion crowd. 

One wonders what, exactly, we are 
supposed to do with that. Are we supposed 
to laugh off all those times he stood there 
insisting right was left, lies were truth and 
two plus two equaled macadamia nuts? 

In a way, it makes sense that Spicer 


sought redemption in a room full of actors. 
An actor, after all, must dedicate himself 
to a fiction, make himself believe the lie in 
order that he might sell it to you. 

But an actor is only trying to convince 
you he’s a superhero or starship captain. 
Spicer was trying to convince America that 
the most prodigious liar in presidential 
history was some oracle of consistent truth. 
The press secretary was selling bovine 
excreta, knew he was selling bovine excreta, 
yet acted like you were the fool if you did 
not acknowledge it as gold. 

And now he walks out onstage, does this 
comedic bit, and we're supposed to treat it 
all as some harmless, meta joke? That feels 
cynical and slimy. It feels bereft of principle. 
And it suggests we have crossed the line 
between laughing at a joke and being one. 

I mean, whos laughing at whom here? 
Are we laughing with him about the fact 
that you can no longer trust a word the 
White House says _ or is he laughing at us 
for how little that apparently means? Maybe 
were all the butt of this joke. Maybe truth is 
the butt of this joke. 

I’m disappointed in the Television Acad- 
emy. I’m also embarrassed that I laughed. 
Sean Spicer is one of the reasons we live in 
a nation filled with millions of angry, fright- 
ened, and deeply misinformed people. And 
yes, funny does, cover a multitude of sins. 

That's not one of them. 
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Vernon Bryant | Dallas Morning News 


Dallas Cowboys players and staff including owner Jerry Jones and head coach Jason Garrett all take a knee before the singing of the National Anthem prior to the start of a game against 


the Arizona Cardinals at University of Phoenix Stadium Monday, Sept. 25 in Glendale, Ariz. 


COLUMN 


NFL’s show of solidarity trumps President 


Mixing politics and sports 
can be groundbreaking. 


By Christian Gonzales 
Sports Editor 


Some Americans say that sports and politics 
should never mix, but history suggests the two 
have always had a close relationship. _ 

In 1992, NBA player Craig Hodges urged 
former President George H. W. Bush to end 
injustice in the African American community. 
Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf stood in prayer during 
the national anthem in 1992. And in, 2014 the 
St. Louis Rams players used the “hands up, don’t 
shoot” gesture that was used by Ferguson pro- 
testers after the death of 18-year-old Michael 
Brown. 

While President Donald Trump may wish 
for a day where sports and politics didn’t mix, 
former San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick started the conversation again last 
year. 

By refusing to stand for the pre-game national 
anthem because he did not want to “stand up to 
show pride in a flag for a country that oppresses 
black people and people of color,” Kaepernick 
used his platform as an established athlete to in- 
voke a message that he felt in his heart. 

Yet Kaepernick still doesn’t have a job while 
countless washed up quarterbacks have been 
given contracts in a clear act of defiance against 
him by the NFL owners. 


This past week, sports and politics collided 
again, when Trump embarrassed himself (and 
the nation) again on Twitter. 

On Sept. 22 during his Alabama speech, 
Trump attacked the NFL and its players by say- 
ing that anyone who kneels during the national 
anthem is a “son of a bitch; and should be fired. 
Trump claimed that if an NFL owner complied, 
he would be “the most popular person in this 


we 


U bum @StephenCurry30 
already said he ain’t going! 
So therefore ain’t no 
invite. Going to the White 
House was a great honor 


until you showed up! 
99 


-Lebron Fames, 
Cleveland Cavaliers 


country” for taking action against a player. 

On Sept. 23, our Commander in Tweets took 
another rant to Twitter, singling out Warriors 
point guard Stephen Curry after Golden State 
expressed that they did not want to visit the 
White House. 

“Going to the White House is considered a 
great honor for a championship team. Stephen 
Curry is hesitating, therefore invitation is with- 


drawn!” Trump tweeted. 

It was the first team that won an NBA cham- 
pionship since Trump took office earlier this 
year and none of the Golden State Warriors plan 
to visit the White House now. 

“How about the irony of, ‘Free speech is fine if 
youre a neo-Nazi chanting hate slogans, but free 
speech is not allowed [if you are] kneeling in 
protest?” Warriors head coach Steve Kerr said. 
“No matter how many times a football player 
says, ‘I honor our military, but I'm protesting 
police brutality and racial inequality; it doesn't 
matter. Nationalists are saying, ‘You're disre- 
specting our flag’ Well, you know what else is 
disrespectful to our flag? Racism. And one’s way 
worse than the other” 

The President’s tweet was very childish, some- 
thing that I have never seen from the White 
House prior to his election. It’s really disturb- 
ing as an American sports fan to witness when 
Trump would be better spent dealing with real 
problems the country is facing. 

Even Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron 
James took to Twitter to share his opinion about 
Trump's tweet. James tweeted 

“U bum @StephenCurry30 already said he 
ain't going! So therefore ain't no invite. Going 
to White House was a great honor until you 
showed up!” 

It showed the unity of the NBA and the play- 
er’s decisions about this decision to avoid the 
White House. Because the NBA won't allow its 
players to kneel during the national anthem, it 
brings the question: What can these public fig- 
ures do? 


On Sunday and Monday, NFL teams took a 
stance against Trump's speech. Teams showed a 
united front and protested against what Trump 
said on Friday. 

Some of the teams and players kneeled, stayed 
in the locker room, or interlocked arms during 
the national anthem. 

I was surprised that America’s team, the Dal- 
las Cowboys, and owner Jerry Jones joined in 
the showing the same solidarity that other teams 
showed during Monday Night’s Football game 
against the Arizona Cardinals. 

The idea of respecting our national anthem, 
flag and country’s patriotic traditions is a norm » 
drilled into Americans from childhood. Ameri- 
ca is a country to show your freedom of speech 
and beliefs in a correct manner. 

What NEL players did this past week is speak 
and share their beliefs as American citizens, and 
in return, were booed by fans as they kneeled 
during the national anthem. 

This is what the U.S. military has fought for 
— free speech for American citizens. I think 
it's great for players to share their stances to the 
public whether it is political or not, due to the 
fact that they have a platform to create a discus- 
sion to sensitive topics that they may personally 
be impacted by. we 

The two major sports in the country should 
have every right to protest, as they understand 
the essence and obligations of being an Amer- 
ican citizen perhaps better than the country’s 
president. 

Too bad Trump is attacking them instead of 
learning from the real leaders. 
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Junior Cara Barker made 27 consecutive pars without a birdie putt falling, resulting in a 1-over par 143 score. 


WOMEN’S GOLF 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 


Bad stroke of luck in Idaho 


LBSU drops to 9th place during 
Coeur D’Alene Collegiate. 


By Luke Ramirez 
Assistant Sports Editor 


After a promising start to the Coeur D’Alene 
Collegiate, the LBSU women’s golf team fell from 
third to ninth place in day one of action on Tues- 
day. 

After the first 18 holes, the 49ers shot a team 
score of 1-over par 285, but could not follow it up 
in the second round and shot an 8-over par 292. 

“Our first round was fantastic and the con- 
ditions were absolutely perfect? head coach 
Joey Cerulle said. “The second round was really 
tough; I don’t think me or my assistant saw one 
birdie putt drop.” 


The Coeur dAlene Resort Golf Course is a 


6,088-yard par-71 track with an average score of 


73.68 after 180 rounds from the field. 

Senior Savannah Knox made the starting five 
roster after a strong week of qualifying setting 
up her first round 1-under par 70, the best score 
all day for LBSU. She made three birdies on the 
front-nine and played an even par back-nine fin- 
ishing in a tie for eighth place in the field. 

“[{Knox’s] first round was great and it was good 
to see her play 36 hole coming off a knee surgery,” 
Cerulle said. 

It was a different story in her second round, af- 
ter a 6-over par 77 due to seven bogeys and only 
one birdie. Knox is currently in a tie for 43rd 
place with a total score of 6-over par 147. 

LBSU’s top finisher from last week at the Col- 
onel Bill Wollenberg Ptarmigan Ram Classic, ju- 
nior Haley Tygret, and junior Cara Barker fared 
best today and both sit in a tie for 23rd at 1-over 


par 143. Barker was perhaps the biggest victim 
of the lack of birdies making 27 consecutive pars 
in spanning across both rounds. She will hope to 
see a few putts fall in the third round and charge 
up the leaderboard. 

“Golf has a way of evening itself out,’ Cerulle 
said. “The way things looked statistically today, 
[the birdies] just have to start falling.” 

Senior Jennifer Yu is in a tie for 43rd with 
Knox after a 5-over par 147 day one score and 
sophomore Euna Pak is tied for 67th at 10-over 
par 151. 

Colorado has the lead after day one with a 
team score of 18-under par 550, thanks to a sec- 
ond round 65 by sophomore Kirsty Hodgkins 
who holds the individual lead at 9-under par 133. 

LBSU will work at moving back up the lead- 
erboard in the third and final round starting to- 
day at 7:30 a.m. Live scoring can be followed on 
GolfStat.com. 


CAMPUS VOICE 


How do you feel about the Olympics coming to 


Long Beach? 


“Tt’ll bring a lot of trafic to Long “There’s already so many people “If they can hold the Formula 1 

Beach but it’ll also be a great way __ here so I’m worried it'll attract races I don’t see why they can’t 

to bring in money for the city.” even more tourists but it’s still handle hosting the Olympics.” 
really exciting.” 


“Tt’s exciting that a lot of the 
aquatic sports will be taking place 
in Long Beach but definitely not 
looking forward to the traffic.” 


—Jakob Menulty, freshman, 


international business 


— Samuel de la Cruz, senior, 


chemistry — Claudia Sadadtk, freshman, 


civil engineering 


—Kelsey Auria, sophomore, 
undeclared 


